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It would be otherwise if the certainty existed that the Soviet
Government, in view of its larger receipts of foreign currency,
would at least diminish correspondingly its exports of grain and
use its surplus to relieve the rest of the famine victims. But
this is not done; the export of grain goes on. The Torgsin
method may be the only way of giving individual help and thus
saving a limited number of victims; but still it must be said
that the Torgsin system as such is harmful^ indeed immoral—
above all, because it involves a differentiation between the
victims.
Moscow has at the same time gained another very important
advantage through the Torgsin system. It has secured itself
to some extent a guarantee against too severe criticism of
conditions in the Soviet Union from those who are directly or
indirectly interested in the Torgsin operations. These people
must be glad that Moscow permits the relief through the Torg-
sin machinery,, and their one anxiety must be lest Moscow's
disposition to allow the Torgsin operations to continue may
suddenly come to an end. It is, therefore, they above all who
urge that Moscow shall not be irritated and annoyed by open
criticism of existing conditions.
In yet another way does Moscow exploit foreign generosity
to obtain foreign currency. There are plenty of people abroad
ready to pay large sums to get this or that friend or relative
out of the country. So in exchange for a sum whose magnitude
cften depends on the negotiations which have to be conducted
with the "Intourist" (it is usually several hundred pounds) the
persons designated are handed over, assuming that they are
considered harmless on account of advanced age or for other
reasons. As some of the people who have been ransomed by
their friends and relations abroad have caused trouble to the
Soviets by the information they have given, these financial
transactions are now comparatively seldom allowed.
The effect, direct or indirect, of the arrival of Torgsia
parcels on the recipients is a question of some interest. As long

